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EPISTEMOLOGY

QuestionBank

1.Epistemicnaivetyandawareness

2.Plato’stworealmsofknowledge

 AccordingtoPlato,therearetwogeneralrealmsofknowledge.

 First,THE TRANSCENDENT (NOUMENAL)world ofabsolute,Perfect,

unchangingIdealFormsofwhichTHEGOOD(thesupremeIdea)isthe

primaryone(usuallyinterpretedasincludingBEAUTYandTRUTH)andthe

sourceofalltheotherssuchasJustice,TemperamentandCourage.

 ThisworldofeternalFormsistherealm oftrue,permanentbeinggrasped

bytheintellect.

 Abstractions,suchasofequality,circularity,redness,humannessthatone

can conceive and recognize in a variety ofthings provide simple

indicationsthatFormsexist.

 Trueknowledgeasopposedtoillusionaryknowledgeofthesenses,is

derivedoccasionallyfrom anawarenessoftheeternalForms.

 Second,THE PHENOMENAL WORLD (the world ofappearances)is

composed ofthingsin a stateofflux.Attempting unsuccessfullyto

emulate(imitate,participatein,partakeof)theIdealworld.Thelove

(attraction,affinity,tendency)thatthingshavefortheperfectioninherent

intheseIdealFormsinspire(cause,motivate)thingsinthephenomenal

worldtochange,move,act,seekgoals.

3.Skepticism andrelativism

 Skepticism comesfrom Greekwordskeptikos,whichmeansreflective.

Thewordskeptesthaimeanstoconsider,toreflecton,toexamine.And

thuswecanderivethemeaning:todoubt,inthesensethatoneconsiders

andlookscarefully.

 A skepticisonewho doubts,disbelievesordisagreeswithgenerally

acceptedconclusions.Hesuspendsjudgmentonsomethingbecauseof

doubtorbecauseheiswaitingformoreevidence.Hisattitudeiscritical

andcanbedestructive.

 Skepticism isthedoctrinethatabsoluteknowledgeisunattainable,and

thatjudgmentmustbecontinuallyquestionedanddoubtedinorderto

attainapproximateorrelativecertaintywhichisopposedtodogmatism.

 Relativism istheviewthatknowledgeisentirelydependentonandvaries

withthelimitedabilityofeachmindanditsconditionofknowing.itisthe

denialthattherearecertainkindsofabsolute,objectiveanduniversal

truths.Itholdsthattruthdependsuponone’spointofviewanduponone’s
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presuppositions.

4.PhronesisandSophia

 Phronesisreferstopracticalwisdom.Itderivesitsmeaningfrom praktike

(praxis).Praxismeans“doing”“anaction”or“anactivity”,“practicalability

ormanualskills”.Itisknowledgepursuedforthesakeofactionsasthe

studyofethicsandpolitics.

 SophiareferstotheTheoreticalwisdom.WhenwetalkofSophia,wehave

inmindNOUS,EPISTEME.Itisknowledgepursuedforitsownsakeasin

thestudyofmetaphysics,physicsormathematics.Itderivesitsmeaning

from Theoretike (theoria).It is abstract intellectualknowledge as

contrastedwith“praxis”or“poiesis”.Itmeans“beholding”,“alookingat”,

“speculation”,or“rationalcontemplation”

5.SubjectiveIdealism

 ThetheorywasfirstdevelopedbyGeorgeBerkeley.

 Hewasoftheopinionthattheskepticwouldremaininvincibleaslongas

wedistinguishbetweena)ideas(mentalobjects)andb)materialthings

andthentriedtoexplainhowwecouldgetfrom onetotheother.

 Thesolutionliesinrejectingthedistinctionandarguingthattheonlything

thatexistareideasinthemind.Hencetheterm “idealism”.Inaddition,

Berkeleyrecognizedtheexistenceofminds(subjects)thatperceivethe

ideas,andhencetheterm subjective.

6.APosterioriKnowledge

 Thiscomesfrom oursenseexperience.Becauseitappliestowhatwe

observe,itisneveruniversallyornecessarilytrue.From experience,one

cansaythatabuildingistall,orthedoghasashabbyhair.Butonecannot

concludethatallbuildingsaretall,alldogsareofshabbyhair.

7.APrioriKnowledge

 Thatwhichreasoncanknow withoutthehelpofsenseexperience.Itis

universallyandnecessarilytrue;henceitsdenialleadstoacontradiction.

8.PhilosophicRationalism

9.EmpiricalPrinciple

 ThefundamentalprinciplethatHumeseesthathehasestablishedisthis:

 “Alloursimpleideasintheirfirstappearancearederivedfrom simple

impressionswhicharecorrespondenttothem andwhichtheyexactly

represent”

 Humewilluseittoanalyzeanddemolishanumberofideas.Allheneedto

askisfrom whichimpressiondoesthisideacome?Iffrom noimmediate

impressiontheideaismeaningless.Wherethereisnoimpression,thereis

noadequateidea.Wherethereisnoimpression,theideaismeaningless.
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 Substancedoesnotexistbecausewehavenoimpressionofphysical

substances.Weonlyhaveimpressionofqualitiessuchascolour,size,

shapeetc.

10.NaïveRealism

 Itisnothingmoreorlessthanthepre-criticalcommonsenseacceptance

ofwhatis(oratleastseemstobe)directlypresentedtousthroughthe

senses,namelyaworldofphysicalobjectswhicharethereandarewhat

theyseem tobe.

 Theseobjectsexistinthemselvesindependentlyofoursensingthem,and

exactly as they are sensed. The total “objectivity” of sensuous

presentationistakenforgranted.

 Thereisnodiscrepanciesbetweenappearanceandreality,sincesuch

discrepanciesarenottheusualsituationofourconsciousinteractionwith

theworld.

11.ContingentTruth

12.OntologicalTruth

 Thereistruthinthings.Wehaveaverydefinitenotionofametalcalled

gold.Thisnotionorideaofgoldinvolvesanumberofsubordinateideas

regardingthecolour,thespecificgravity,themalleability,thehardness,the

chemicalconstitutionofgold.

 Andthiscorrespondswithreality,thetestoftruthistoobservethereality

andseeifthepropositioncorresponds.

 Procedureforverificationofpropositionsaboutlessobviousmattersmay

bemorecomplicated.

13.Abstraction

 Toabstractmeanstoremoveorseparatesomethingfrom anotherthing.

 Intheepistemologicalcontext,whatisbeingabstractedisacommon

nature;andthatfrom whichitisbeingabstractedaretheparticularand

varyinginstancesofit.

 Inabstractingtheuniversalhumanbeingfrom Socrates…theindividual

andpeculiarfeaturesareleftoutandtheircommonandessentialfeature

isgrasped:humanbeing.

14.NecessaryTruth

15.Solipsism

 Beliefthatapersonexistsaloneand theexternalworld ismerelya

projectionofone’sowninnerexperiences.

 Itisabeliefthatonlytheselfcanbeknown.

16.ImpulseandReason

17.BeliefandKnowledge
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 Platodefinesknowledgeas“justifiedtruebelief”.

 Knowledgealwaysinvolvesbeliefinthesenseofafirm conviction.It

presupposesthatwhatisbelievedisinfacttrue,inthecase.

 Butsinceonemight,bychanceorluckyguessholdstobetrueabelief

whichisinfacttrue.

 Inordertoclaim knowledgeinthematter,onewillbeexpectedtoprovide

sufficientevidenceforthebelief.

 Platothusdistinguishestrueopinion(doxa)from knowledge(episteme).

 Knowledgethenconstitutesthoseclaimsthatareultimatelydefensible,

whileopinionsorbeliefsconstitutethoseclaimsforwhichjustificationis

possible,butnotacompletedefense.

18.Cartesiancircle

 Descartes’strategytousetheproofthataperfect,non-deceivingGod

existsinordertoestablishthatIcantrustmyclearanddistinctideasand

thusmovebeyondCogitotoothercertaintruths.

19.Error

 Berkeleycanacceptwhatsciencereportsaboutphysiologicaldistortion,

etc.,buthewouldinsistupontranslatingallofthisintoasequenceof

ideas.According to him,there are two criteria fordetermining the

correctnessofaperceptualreport:CONSISTENCYandBEINGPUBLIC.

 Areportisconsistentifitallowsustopredictcorrectlyhowoneideawill

followanother.

 Example:ifIsaythatIseearedbookonthetable(visualidea)andifIcan

thengouptothetableandtouchtheredbook(tactileidea),myoriginal

reportisconsistentandcorrect.

 Areportispublicifotherpeoplereport(verballyagreeto)seeingthesame

thing.Itisnotenoughforonepersontoseeit,sincehemightbesuffering

from hallucination.

20.Doubt

 Doubtisdefinedasasuspensionofassentwithregardtoanenunciable,

thatis,the intellectis indetermined as to affirming ordenying the

enunciable.Aslongaswedoubt,wegivenoassent,thatis,wedonot

makeanactualjudgmentact;wedonotdetermineourintellector“make

upourmind”.

 TheintellectmaybeindeterminedbecauseNOevidenceisseenoneither

side.Thus,forexample,thereisnoevidenceatallregardingwhetherthe

numberofthestartsisevenorodd.ThisiscalledNEGATIVEDOUBT.

 Butmoreoften,inmattersthatconcernorinterestus,weseereasonsfor

both sidesbutno compelling objectiveevidenceforeitherside.The
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reasonsarepracticallyequalweightfororagainsteitherside,thereby

makingadecisivejudgmentimpossibleandleadingtosuspensionof

judgment.ThissortofdoubtiscalledPOSITIVEDOUBT.

21.Intuition

 Thismeansourunderstanding ofself-evidentprinciples,such asthe

axiomsofgeometry(astraightlineisshortestdistancebetweentwo

points).Thesestatementsareself-evidentinthattheyprovethemselves

toreason:Tounderstandthem istoknowthattheyareabsolutelytrue;no

rationalmindcandoubtthem.

22.TabulaRasa

 Atbirththemindisablanktablet;nooneisbornwithinnateideas.

 Allourideascomefrom experience,eitherfrom sensationorbyreflection.

 Allsimple,uncompoundedideascomefrom experience;andthemindby

combiningsimpleideas,form newcomplexideas.

II.Medium LengthQuestions

1)Whatisepistemologyallabout?

 Thewordepistemologyisderivedfrom thecombinationtwoGreekwords:

episteme(trueandscientificknowledgeasopposedto“doxa”,which

meansopinion);anorganicbodyofknowledge,ascience;theoretical

knowledge(opposedtopoietikeandpraktike).Logosmeansthestudyof,

theoryof,thescienceof;areflectivetreatmentofthesubjecttowhichitis

referred.

 Hence allthatepistemology stands foris a reflective treatmentof

knowledgeorthetheoryofknowledgeorthephilosophicinquiryinto

knowledge.

 Itisthestudyoftheorigin,presuppositions,thenature,theextent,andthe

veracity(truth,reliability,validity)ofknowledge.

 Itisthebranchofphilosophywhichasksquestionssuchas:Whatis

knowledge?Wheredoesknowledgecomefrom?Issenseexperience

necessaryforalltypesofknowledge?Whatpartdoesreason layin

knowledge?Isthereknowledgederivedonlyfrom reason?Whatisthe

connectionbetweenknowledge,evidenceandcertitude?

 Epistemologyismorethanjustabranchofphilosophy.Itisofgreat

practicalrelevance.A man’s theory ofknowledge determines what

policieshepursuesintheacquisitionoffurtherknowledge,andinusing

theknowledgealreadyathisdisposal.

 Itisadisciplineconcernedwithprescribingnormsorguidelinesforthe

useofknowledgeandclaimstoknowledge;Platoconsideredthe‘Good’



6|Page

asthehighestobjectofknowledge;AlfredJulesAyerhascomparedthe

word“knowledge”to“good”andheclaimsthatknowinggivesonethe

righttobesure.

 Epistemology enhances the ability to understand philosophical

controversies,henceactiveparticipationinthephilosophicalanalysisof

humanknowledge.

2)Whatisaproposition?Discussitssalientfeatures.

 Astatementabouttherealworldisonethatassertsthatsomethingisthe

case,whichsomestateofaffairsobtains.Ifwhatitassertsreallyisthe

case,thenitisatruestatement;ifnot,itisfalse.

 Propositions are expressed in syntactically correctand semantically

meaningfulsentencesofsomelanguageortheother.

 Theyareeithertrueorfalse.Theyhavetobeoneortheother.

 Anysentencewhichpretendstostateapropositionwhichisneithertrue

norfalseiswithoutmeaning.

 In so faraspropositionshavemeaning,theycan bethoughtabout,

doubted,entertainedashypotheses,believedaswellasknown.

 Insofaraspropositionsareeithertrueorfalse,theycanbeassertedor

denied,andsuchanassertionordenialisjustifiedornotdependingupon

evidence.Thisactassertionordenialiscalledjudgment,anditisonlyat

thislevelofintellectualactivitythatthequestionsoftruthandcertitude

arise.Therefore,itisonlyatthislevelthatthequestionofknowledge

(“knowingthat”)isposed.

3)WheredidPyrrholookforjustificationforhisskepticism?Discuss

4)Whatisskepticism?Discussallitstypes

 Thewordskepticism comesfrom aGreekword“skeptikos”whichmeans

reflective.Theverb“skeptesthai”means,inthefirstplace,“Iconsider

carefully”or“Ilookcarefully,”andinaderivedsense“Idoubt”.

 Soaskepticissomeone:

o who doubts,disbelieves,ordisagrees with generally accepted

conclusionsinscience,philosophy

o whosuspendsjudgmentaboutsomethingbecauseofdoubtand/

orbecauseheiswaitingformoreorbetterevidence

o whoseattitudeiscriticalandusuallydestructivelytoo

o Whobynaturedoubtsorquestionswhathehears,readsetc

o Whoisanadherentofanyphilosophicalschoolofskepticism

 In general,skepticism is the doctrine thatabsolute knowledge is

unattainable,and thatjudgmentsmustbecontinuallyquestioned and

doubted in orderto attain approximate orrelative certaintywhich is
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opposedtodogmatism.

 Varietiesofskepticism:

 Common-senseskepticism:-ifaskepticissomeonewhoatonetimeor

anotherhasdoubtsorwhosuspendsjudgmentaboutsomething,thenall

ofusareskeptics.Noneofuscanknow everything,andyouyourself

wouldsurelybeskepticalaboutsomeonewhoclaimedthatheorshedid.

 MethodologicalSkepticism:-attributedmainlytoDescartesandconsists

ofdoubtingeverythinguntilsomethingisreachedthatcannotbedoubted.

Descartes’skepticism isbasedontwofundamentalquestions:a)whatdo

Iinfactknowclearlyanddistinctlythatissoabsolutelycertainbeyondany

doubtwhatsoever?b)Whatfurtherknowledgeisitpossibletoderivefrom

thiscertainty?

Descartesbelieveditispossibletoriseaboveskepticaldoubtandfind

knowledgethatisabsolute,certain,necessary,andselfevident,which

servesasthegroundforallotherknowledgeandforknowledgeofall

reality.

 Philosophicalskepticism:-Thisisnotmeantforanyparticularpositionor

movementinphilosophy,butthetendencyofsomephilosopherstodeny

ordoubtthemorecherishedphilosophicalclaimslike:everyeventmust

haveacause;Godexists;thereareunderlyingsubstances.

 Absolute skepticism:-Whatis denied ordoubted here is the very

possibilityofknowledgeitself.

5)Whoweretheskeptics?Whatwastheirquestinlifeandhowdidtheyfindit?

6) ‘Thecognitivestructureisdynamic.’Elaborate

7)‘A knowergoesthroughthreelevelsofconsciousnesswhicharedistinctbut

related.’Discuss.

 The firststate ofawareness/consciousness is called “jagrdavastha”

(wakefulstate);inthisstatethemindcognizestheexternalobjects.

 Thesecondstateis“suapnavastha”(dreamfulnessstateofmind);inthis

state the mind cognizesthe internalobjectswith the help of“light”

(taijasa).

 Thethirdstateis“susuptavastha”(dreamlessstateofmind);inthisstate

ofmindthereisnodesire,northedualityof‘I’and‘theworld’,sincethis

stateistruetheconsciousnessispresent;itiscalled“prajna”(theterm

usedfortheintellect).

 Inalltheabovestagesofconsciousnesstheexperienceisindicatedby

theterm “bhuk”(enjoyment):inthefirststagethereistheexperienceof

thegrossworld;inthesecondstageitistheexperienceofthesubtle

world;inthethirdstageitistheexperienceofbliss.
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 Intheseventhversethe‘fourth’stateofconsciousnessisexplained

withoutgivinganynameorwhatistheobjectofexperience.The8thverse

explainsit.Thisstateisneithercognitivenornon-cognitive,itcannotbe

spokenof,itistheessenceoftheknowledgeoftheself,itispeaceful

(santam),benign(sivam),non-dual(advaitam).

 Theversesfrom 9-11the¾ ofconsciousnessareexplainedasthethree

letters of the AUM.Letter is mantra and thus three states of

consciousnessareequatedwithmantrasofthesacredsyllable.

 The4thstateiscalled“turiya”byotherUpanishads;itistheexperienceof

pureconsciousness;itunderliesandtranscendsthethreecommonstates

ofconsciousness.Theexperienceofthethreestatesofconsciousnessis

bythethreebodiesa)Grossbodyb)Subtlebodyc)Causalbody.The4this

thestateofillumination.

 Theultimateknowledgeistherealizationofthe4thstateofconsciousness,

actuallyitnotastatebutthebackgroundforallthestates;theotherthree

statesappearanddisappearbutthefourthremainsthroughout.

8)Whatisconsciousness?Discuss

 Inthelooseusageconsciousnessisequivalenttoawareness,knowledge.

Inthissenseallknowledgeisawareness.

 Thereisapureawarenessthatiscalledconsciousness.Itisawarenessof

oneselforsomeaspectofoneself.Itistheawarenessofourmentalacts.

Italwaysinvolvesasubjectpositingtheconsciousactandtheobject

whichtheactintendsorisabout.

 Consciousness is always relational.There is no such thing as pure

consciousness.Becauseconsciousnessisrelational-consciousnessof

something-consciousness and knowledge can be identified when the

latteristakenbroadlyanditsactivesenseasknowing.

 Itistheawarenessof“I”states.Suchstatesmaybe:

o Cognitiveaswhenam awareofseeingsomethingcoloredorof

hearingasound…

o AffectiveaswhenIam awareofanemotionalstatesuchasbeing

happyorsad.

o ConativeaswhenIam awareofdesiringrefreshmentandofwilling

toobtainit.

 Consciousnessisnotanoperationinadditiontotheoperationsofsensing,

thinking,and willing.Itis properlynotan operation atall;itis the

luminosityconcomitantwithoperations.

 Humanintellectualconsciousnessistransparenttoitself;wecanperform

perfectreflectionwhichcanproceedindefinitely.
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 Consciousness is the basis ofknowledge.Thatthere can be no

unconsciousknowledgeisreadilyadmitted.

9)Discusswithexamplesthedifferentmeaningoftheterm ‘rationalist’

 Intheloosesense,rationalism isadominatinginterestinreasoning,

reflecting,criticizing,examiningandsoon.Thisiswhatismeantwhen

philosophyisdefinedas‘theattempttoprovide,withinreasonablelimits,

anessentiallyrationalinterpretationofrealityasawhole,andwhenall

philosophersarecharacterizedasrationalists.

 Inastrictersense,rationalism isanepistemologicaltheory,specifically,atheory

abouttheorigin/basisofknowledge.

 Whilearationalistinthestrictsenseisnecessarilyarationalistintheloose

sense,itisnotnecessarilythecasethatarationalistintheloosesensewillbea

rationalistinthestrictsense-he/shemay,rather,beanempiricist.

 Asaterm designatingatheoryaboutthebasisofknowledge,rationalism isat

parwithempiricism.Bothempiricism andrationalism,inthetechnicalsense

answerthequestion,“Whatisthebasisofknowledge?”thoughinradically

differentways.

10)ForPlato,alllearningorknowledgeismerelyamatterofremembering.Discuss.

 Inordertoaccountfortheinnateideas,Platoappealstoapriorexistenceof

themindintheworldofIdeasorForms.Hesuggeststhatpriortobirththe

soulenjoyedfullnessofknowledgebutthat,whenitwasconjoinedwiththe

body,thesoullostconsciousnessofideasitoncehad.Sinceunionwiththe

bodyinducesinthesoulageneralstateofforgetfulness,itistheroleofthe

sensiblethingstostimulateandthusoccasionourrecollectionoftheIdeas

wepossessinoursubconscious.

 ItisforthisreasonthatPlatowasabletosaythatalllearningismerlya

matterofremembering,andthat,consequently,knowledgeleadsbacktothe

worldofpriorexistence,wherethemindmindorsoulenjoyedanunlimited

visionoftruthabdgoodness.

 BecauseofthisPlatohasSocratesannounceinPhaedothatnotonlydoreal

philosophershavenofearofdeath,buttheybactuallydesireandlookforward

toit.Thisispromptedbytheunderstandingthattheirconstantdistraction

from thehigherpursuitofknowledge.

 Aslongtheirsoulsareimprisonedintheirbodies,thephilosophershavethe

tendencytopeerout,asitwere,throughtheonlywindowsoftheprison,the

fivesenses.Thisleadstothecontaminationoftheirsousbythedistortions,

illusions,andrelativitiesofthesensibleworld.

 Plato’stheoryoftheoriginofknowledgeisheavilyintellectualistandthatit

contributesminimalimportancetothebodyandtheworldofsensiblethings.

Indeed,Platoviewsthebodyasanobstacletothelifeofthesoul,akindof
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prison from which thee soulis contantlytrying to escape through the

acquisitionofknowledge.

11)WhatisthetheoryofilluminationandwhyisitimportantforSt.Augustine?

 Theeternal,immutable,necessarytruthsaresupersensible.Wecannotperceive

immutabletruthofthings,saysAugustine,unlesstheyareilluminatedbythesun.

 Thesunisthedivinelightwhichilluminesthemind,comesfrom Godwhois

“intelligiblelight”,inwhom,bywhom allthingsandbywhom allthosethings

whichareluminoustotheintellectbecomeluminous.

 AugustinerejectedoutrightthePlatonicdoctrineofReminiscence,becauseit

requiredthenon-Christianbeliefinthepre-existenceofthesoul.

 Neitherdidheacceptthedoctrineoflightacceptthedoctrineofinnateideas

wwhichwaslateradoptedinthe17thcentury.Inthedoctrineoflight,Augustine

makesuseofaNeoplatonicthemewhichgoesbacktoPlato’scomparisonofthe

ideaofGoodwitthesun,theideaofGoodradiatingthesurbodinateintelligible

objects.ForPlotinustheOneorGodisthesun,thetranscendentlight.

 Theuseofthelightmetaphor,however,doesnotbyitselftellusveryclearlywhat

Augustinemeant.Thesewordsseem toshowthattheilluminationinquestionis

aspiritualilluminationwhichperformsthesamefunctionfortheobectsofthe

mindasthesun’slightperformsfortheobjectsofheeye.Inotherwords,asthe

sunlightmakescorporealthingsvisibletotheeye,sothedivineillumination

makeseternaltruthsvisibletothemind.

 Itwouldthereforeappearthatthatitisnotilluminationitselfwhichisseenbythe

mind,northeintelligibleSun,God,butthecharacteristicsofnecessityandeternal

truthsaremadevisibletothemindbytheactivityofGod.

 Weneed,thereforedivineilluminationinordertoenableusapprehendwhat

transcendsourminds‘fornocreature,howeverrationalandintellectual,islighted

ofitself,butislightedbyparticipationofeternaltruth.

12)WhatwasDescarte’svisionforphilosophy?How didhepreparehimselfto

actualizeit?

 Hisvisionwasaplanforasingle,unifiedscienceinwhichphilosophyandallthe

sciences would be interconnected in one systematic totality.Allqualitative

differences of things would be treated as quantitative differences,and

Mathematicswouldbethekeytoallproblemsoftheuniverse.

 BYCONTRASTWITHPlato,whosawtheunityofallsciencesinthemysticalidea

ofthe Good,forDescartes the unity ofscience was a rationalistic and

mathematicalunitybaseduponmathematicalaxioms.

 Bycontrastwithmedievalristotelianism,explainingchangeteleologicallyasthe

movementofmattertowardactualizationofform,forDescartesallchangeis

explainedmechanically,asthemovementofbodiesaccordingtothelawsof
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physics.

 Buthowcansuchabeliefbefound?Descaresanswersthatitcanbefoundby

themethodofdoubt.

 Skepticism is the name forphilosophic position ofdoubtconcerning the

reliability ofknowledge.Descarte’s type ofbeliefis called methodical,or

methodologicalskepticism,definedastheuseofdoubtmethodicallyinorderto

arriveattrueandcertainknowledge.

 Meditation Iis entitled “Ofthe things Which We may Doubt”.Instead of

examiningeachonehefirstclassifiesorgroupsthem.Then,heexamineseach

groupofbeliefstoseeifthereisanythatdefiesdoubtbymeetingthethree

criteria:a)thatthepropositionbeimpossibletodoubtb)thatitcanbean

ultimatetruth;andc)thatitcanbeaboutsomethingthatexists.

 The firstto be examined are the beliefs ofsense pereption.Clearly,says

Descartes,sensesareuntrustworthyasasourceofcertainty.Whathasdeceived

meoncemaydeceivemeagain.Butsurely,insistsDescartes,Icannotdoubtmy

sensestellingmethat“Iam here…”

 Whataboutthebeliefinmaterialthings?Thesemustalsobedoubtedbecause

theyarebaseduponsenseperception,whichhasbeenshowntobedeceptive

andthereforelackingcertainty.

 Whataboutthebeliefinthenaturalsciences?Physics,chemistry,andbiology

maybescientificasthestudyofunicornsandmarmaids.Suchsciencescould

beexactandprecise,andstillbeonlyaboutillusoryorfictitiousobjectsthatdo

notinfactexist.Andso,thesetoomustbedoubted.

 Then,Descartesmovesontomathematicalbelief.Whydoeshedoubtthese?He

hasalwaysregardedmathematicsastheverymodelofcertainty,ascompletely

certaininitspropositions.Thesebeliefsareknownbyreason,notbythesenses.

Mathematics,hereflects,fallintoerrorsometimes.

13)WhatdoesMathematicalmethodconsistof?WhydidDescartesfollowit?

 InhisRulesforthedirectionoftheMind,DescartestellsthatMathematics

condsistsintheuseofonlytwomentaloperationsbywhichtrueknowledge

canbeachieved:intuitionanddeduction.

 Bydeductionhemeansunderstandingofselfevidentprinciples,suchasthe

axiomsofgeometry(astraightlineistheshortestdistancebetweentwo

points).Suchstatementsareself-evidentinthattheyprovethemselvesto

reason:Tounderstandthem istoknow thattheyareabsolutelytrue;no

rationalmindcandoubtthem.

 Bydeductionhemeansorderly,logicalreasoningorinferencefrom self-

evidentpropositions,asallgeometryisreasonedinorderbydeductionfrom

itsself-evidentaxiomsandpostulates.

 TheentireseriesofDescartes’sixmeditationsisasinglesustaindeffortofa)
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reconstructing philosophy b)finding forphilosophy the certainty ofa

Mathematicalproof.

 Descartesthenlaysdownthreerequirementsthefoundationalbeliefmust

meet:

 Itscertaintymustbesuchthatitisimpossibletodoubt,isself-evidenttoreason,

sclearanddistinct.

 Itscertaintymustbeultimateandnotdependentuponcertaintyofanyother

belief.

 Itmustbesomethingthatexists.

14)CriticallydiscussDescartes’thirdproofofGod’sexistence?

 Thiscriticism isknownastheCartesianCircle.

 Descartes’strategyistousetheproofthataperfect,non-deceivingGodexistsin

ordertoestablishthatIcantrustmyclearanddistinctideasandthusmove

beyondtheCogitotoothercertaintruths.Butisthisnotaviciouscircle?

 InordertoprovethatGodexists,Descarteshaadtousetheveryclearand

distinctideas(substance,cause,theeffectcannotbegreaterthanthecause)

thatGod’sexistencewassupposedtoguarantee.AndsoGodguaranteesmy

clearanddistinctideas;butmyclearanddistinctideasarewhatguaranteethe

existenceofGod.

 InprovingGod’sexistence,Descarttesreliesonthetruthofcleardistinctideas

thatGod’sexistencewassupposedtoguarantee.

15)Whatisthetheoryofinnateideas?DidLockeacceptit?Discuss.

 Thistheoryassertsthatclearanddistinctareinnateinthesensethattheyare

“born with us,”thatourknowledge is based upon the principles thatare

supposedtobe“stampeduponthemindofman”.

 Lockeseverlycriticizedthistheory,heinsistedthattheadherentsofthistheory

hadmaintainedthattheuniversalagreementofhumankindregardingcertain

principlesshowedthatthesemustbeinnate.Lockearguedinoppositionthatthe

factofagreementwould be insufficientevidence as to the source ofthe

principlesinquestion.

 Healsoarguedthattherearenoprinciplesthatareuniversallyagreedto,since

childrenandidiotsdonotseem toknoworbelievetheprinciplesthatareusually

cited as examples ofinnate ideas (the law ofidentity& the law ofnon-

contradiction).The waychildren acquire knowledge aboutthe principles in

question,throughthelearningprocess,furtherindicatesthattheyarenotborn

withinnateideas.

16)DiscussLocke’s/Hume’stheoryofknowledge.

Locke

 Hecontendedthatourminds,attheoutset,arenomorethan“whitepaper,void

ofcharacters,withoutideas,”justablanktablet(atabularasa).Themind
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thereforegetsideasfrom experience.Thus,thereareonlytwosourcesofour

ideasandwhatweknowaboutthem:sensation&reflection.

 Sensation:Wereceivemostofourideaswhenoursensesareaffectedby

externalobjects.Sensationprovidesuswithideasofqualities,suchastheideas

ofhot,coldetc

 Reflection:Thisistheinternalexperiencewehaveoftheoperationsofourminds.

Reflectionprovidesuswithideassuchasthoseofthinking,willing,doubting,

believing,affirming,denyingandcomparing.

 Bothofthesearekindsofexperience-reflectiononwhatisgoingoninsideno

lessthansensationofwhatisgoingonoutside-andthesearetwoandonly

meansbywhichideasbecomeinscribedontheblanktabletofourmind.

Hume

 Humanunderstandingislimited-andthethingsthatmetaphysicsseekstoknow,

wecanneverknow.Metaphysicsmustbeshowntobepretentitiousnonsense,

alongwiththedoctrineonwhichitrests-thattherearetwokindsofknowledge,

ordinaryknowledgebysenseperceptionandsuperiormetaphysicalknowledge

byreason.

 Senseperceptionistheonlysourceofknowledgethatwehave,andtowhichall

humanbeingscaneverknow islimited.Theseperceptionsarethecontentsof

consciousness.

 Humedividesperceptionsintoimpressionsandideas.

 Bytheterm ‘impression,’then,Imeanallourmorelivelyperceptions,whenwe

hear,see,orfeeletc.Putdifferently,impressionsareourimmediatesensations,

passionsandemotions.

 Ideasorthoughtsarecopiesorfaintimagesofimpressions,suchaswehavein

thinkingaboutorrecallinganyofourimmediateimpressions.

 The difference between impressionsand ideasis in the greaterforce and

livelinessofimpressionsthatenterourconsciousnesswithmore“forceand

violence”.Bycontrast,ideasareonlyimagesofourimpressionsthatoccurinour

thinking,reasoning,andremembering.

 Humelooksathisroom andsays,“WhenIshutmyeyesandthinkofmy

chamber,theideasIform aretheexactrepresentationsoftheimpressions

(chairs,tables)Ifelt.

17)CriticallyevaluatetherepresentationaltheoryputforwardbyLocke.

 Lockebelievedthatthecausesofoursensationsareexternaltous.Wedonot

knowthenatureofthesecausesimmediately,butweinferthisfrom ourideas,

whicharerepresentationsoftheexternalcauses.

 Inthisview thereareTwofactorsinvolvedinknowing:a)themindwhichdoes

theknowingb)ideaswhichareknownc)theobjectintheexternalworldthatis
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knownbymeansofideas.

 ThusLockebelievedthatourideasrepresentthoseobjects,andthereforereally

inform usabouttheexternalworld.Itisclaimedthata)ourperceptionofan

object,andb)theobjectitselfaretwodistinctentitiesratherthanoneandthe

samething.

 Locke’sanalysisofperceptiontellsusthat:

 whatweknowareoursensationsor‘ideas’

 thesesensationsareproducedinusbyphysicalobjectsexternaltous

 thereisacorrespondencebetweenourperceptionsandtheseexternalcauses.

Problem

 Thetroubleariseswhenweaskaboutthisrelation,orcorrespondence,ofthe

perceivedideatoanything‘outthere’externalintheworld.Anyrepresentative

theoryofknowledge,according to which objectsofthe externalworld are

represented to us by ourideas,immediately falls prey to the egocentric

predicament,ourhopelessinabilitytogetoutsideourminds.

 Ifallwecandirectlyknowisourownideas,ifallourknowledgeisrestrictedto

ideas,thenhowcouldwenowwhetherourideascorrespondtoanything,oreven

approximateanything“outthere”.

 Thereisnostandpointfrom whichwecanlookatanobjectintheexternalworld

andthenlookatourideasinorminds.

 ForonLocke’sview,allwecanperceiveareourownideas.Thattherisan

externalworld we know from passivityofourperception-ourideas simply

confrontusindependentlyofourwill.

18)Howisthemind,accordingtoLocke,activeand/orpassive?

 Insofarasthemindreceivesthesimpleideascontributedbysensationand

reflection,itisconsideredtobepassive.Forobjectsofoursensedo,manyof

them,btrudetheirideasuponourmindswhetherwewillornot.

 Itsactivesidebecomesclearwhenitconstructscomplexideasoutofsimple

onesbymeansofcomparing,combining,andabstracting.Forinstance,afterI

havebecomeusedtoeatingapples,Ithink,“Now,Iam eatinganapple.”Ihave

formedacomplexideaofanapple.

 Complexideasaredividedintoideasofsubstances-theideaofaman;of

collectivesubstances-theideaofanarmy;ofmodesormodifications-theidea

offigureorthinkingorrunning;andofrelations-consideringoneideainrelation

toanother.

 Themindmaycombinesimpleideasintocompoundones,thuscomplexideas

aremade.Forexample,wecombinethesimpleideasofwhiteness,sweetness

andhardnesstoform thecomplexideaofalampofsugar.

 Themindcanbringtogethertwoideas,whethersimpleorcomplex,andcompare

them withoneanotherwithoutunitingthem intoone.Andthusitobtainsits
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ideasofrelations.

 Themindcanseparateideasfrom allotherideasthataccompanythem intheir

realexistence:thisiscalledabstraction.

19)DiscussHume’sAssociationofIdeas.

 AccordingtoHume,therearesomeuniversalprinciplesinourthinkingwhch

operatewithinus,notwithnecessity,butneverthelessasaforceofimpulseas“a

gentleforce,whichcommonlyprevails.Theassociationofideasisbasedupon

threequalitiesofourideasthattendtoleadthemindfrom oneideatoanother,

to connectone idea with another.These qualities are the three laws of

associationofideas.

 Resemblance:Ourmindseasilyrunfrom oneideatoanotherthatresemblesit.

Humegivesanexamplethat“apictureeasilyleadsourthoughttotheoriginal.”

 Contiguity:Ourmindstendtoassociateoneideawithanotherthatisphysically

ortemporallyadjoiningit.Mentioningoneapartmentinabuilding“naturallyleads

ustothinkabouttheothers.”

 Causality:Ourmindsseem impelledtoassociateacausewiththeeffectitbrings

about.”Ifwethinkofawound,wecanscarcelykeepourselvesfrom reflectingon

thepainwhichfollowsit.”Theideaofthewoundleadsusbythislaw of

associationofideastotheideaoftheeffectofthewound,theresultantpain.

 Ofthethreelawsofassociationofideasbycauseandeffect.SaysHume,isthe

mostpowerfulconnectionbetweenourideas.

20)Hume’stheoryofknowledgeboilsdowntojusttwokindsofpropositions.Which

arethey?Discussitsimplications.

 Mattersoffact:Thisconsistsinourimpressionsandideas.Thereisnonecessity

thatanyparticularimpressionwillfollowanyotherimpression.Howdoweknow,

Humeasks,thatthesunwillrisetomorrow?Nonecessarycausallawguarantees

it.Itisjustintelligibleandwithoutanylogicalcontradictiontosay,“Thesunwill

notrisetomorrow.”

 Relationsofideas:LogicandMathematicsgiveknowledgeoftherelationsof

ideas.Thisisthedomainofcertainty.Thepropositionsofmathematicsare

eitherself-evidently orintuitively certain,orthey can be demonstrated by

deductivereasoningtohavecompletecertainty.

 Thetruthsofmathematicsassertrelationshipsbetweenideas,betweenabstract

symbols.Theyareformalabstracttruths.Theytellusnothingaboutmattersof

fact,ontheotherhand,mattersoffactcannotrefutethem.

 Thetruth2+2=4isaformaltruth.Itistrue,independentofanyexperiencewe

mighthave.Inaddition,onecannot,withoutcontradictiondenyaproposition

whichstatesamathematicalrelationbetweenideas.Butonecandenythatthe

sunwillrisetomorrowwithoutacontradiction.

 Statementsaboutformalrelationsofideas,like2+2=4,giveusknowledgewhich
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hascertainty,butontheotherhand,itismerelyformaltruth,empty,abstract;it

givesnoinformationaboutexistence.Statementsoffact,ontheotherhand,give

usinformationaboutfacts,aboutexistence,butprovidenocertainty,notevena

basisforprobability.

21)DiscussthelimitsofhumanknowledgeaccordingtoHume.

Atomisticimpressionsandtheircorrespondingideas

 Theseimpressionsandideasapperarrepeatedlyinourexperienceandthereis

nowayofknowingtheircause.

 Wehavenosensoryimpressionsoftheexistenceoftheworld,Godandphysical

substances.These deceptive and meaningless ideas are the work ofour

imagination.

 However,wecan reasonmathematicallyandlogicallyabouttherelationsthat

holdbetweenformalideas.

 Therefore,metaphysics,whichisconcernedwiththeultimatenatureofreality,is

impossible;itattemptstotranscendthelimitsofourunderstanding,toknowthat

whichwecannotknow,thatofwhichtherearenopossibleimpressions.

Impossibilityofscience

 Thecausallawsofsciencehavetobereducedtothepsychologicallawsof

associationofideas.

 Thereisnonecessaryconnnetionbetweencauseandeffect.

 Sciencecannotprovideobjectivecausalexplanantionsofeventsorpredictthe

future,since there is no justification forthe assumption thatregularities

observedinthepastwillcontinueinthefuture.

Impossiblityofcommonsensense

 The necessaryconnections ofcommo sense are reduced to psychological

associationsofideas;thereisnojustificationfortheirprovidingexplanationsor

predictionsofevents.

22)WhatdoesKant’sCorpernicanRevolutionconsistin?

 Kant’sCorpenicanRevolutionconsisitedinthestartlingannouncementthatideas

suchassubstanceandcausalitydonotmaketheirwayintoourmindsthrough

experience,butareapriorcategories(cognitiveforms)oftheunderstanding

whichandshape,infactconstituteourexperience.

 Itdoesnotimplytheviewthatrealitycanbereducedtothehumanmindandits

ideas.Neitherishesayingthatthehumanmindcreatesthings,asfarastheir

existenceisconcerned,bythnkingthem.

 He suggested thatwe cannotknow things,thattheycannotbe objects of

knowledgeforus,exceptinsofarastheyaresubjectedtoapriorconditionsof

knowledgeonthepartofthesubject.

 Thecertainwaysinwhichthingsappeartothehumansubject(asspatiallyco-
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ordinatedandasconnectedwithoneanotherbynecessarycausalrelations)are

duetosubjectiveaprioriconditionsofknowledgeinhimself.

 Manwilnotknowthingsapartfrom theirsubjectiontotheseaprioriconditions

orforms;butwillknow why the empiricalworld is whatiitis forhis

consciousness.

23)‘Whatweknowareonlyphenomena,’accordingtoKant.Discuss.

 Kantarguedthatwecanneverknowtherealnatureoftheexternalworldorany

objectwithinit,bytheterm ‘externalworld’hemeanttheworldasitexists

independentlyofhumanknowledge.

 Things-in-themselves(noumena),areunknowableandforeverhiddenfrom us.

 Whatweknowarethingsastheyarepresentedtous;thatis,theirappearances,

forwhatispresentinourconsciousnessisthedataofexperience,orderedand

arrangedaccordingtothestructureofthemind.Thisstructuredexperiencehe

referstoasthephenomena.

 Theseareproducedbytheoperationoftheforms(concepts&categories)ofthe

mindupontheunknowableexternalworld.

 Themindtransformsthings-in-themselvesinsuchawayastomakethem

intelligible

 Ourconsciousnessextendsmerelytotheworldofappearancesonly.Behind

thoseappearancestheunderstandingcanneverpenetrate.

24)Whatismetaphysical/physical/moralcertitude?

25)Criticallydiscussinduction/deductionasamethodofknowledge

Induction

 Itistheprocedureofdevelopinggeneralexplanatoryhypothesestoaccountfora

setoffacts.Inscientificinductiononeprojectsuniversalprinciples-forinstance,

concludingthatallplanetaryorbitsareparabolic,allcatsareblack-afetrhaving

actuallyexaminedonlyafewcases.

 Whenusinginductivereasoningone’sworkinghypothesisisalwaystentative;it

isalwayssubjecttochangewheneverfurtherfactsareobtained.

 Theweaknessofinductionresultsmainlyfrom thefailuretorealizethatitalways

givesusprobableknowledgeandnevercertainknowledge.

 Theinductionproblem foreverhaunts.How manyinstancsofaclassmustbe

observedbeforeonecanbereallysure?

Deduction

 Itissometimesdefinedmorenarrowlyastheinferencefrom ageneralpremise

toaparticularconclusionbymensofasyllogism /itistheprocessofdrawing

outtheimplicationsofoneormorepremisesoffact.

 A deductiveargumentissaidtobesoundiftwoconditionsaremet”i)the

argumentform isvalidii)thepremisesaretrue
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 Indeduction,theconclusionmerelymakesexplicitwhatwasimplicitinthe

conjunctionofthepremises.Henceitissaidthatdeductionisnotasourceof

knowledge;conclusionmerelystateswhatwealreadyknowfrom thepremises.

 Deducctive procedure applies primarily to Mathematics,Geometry,and to

systemsoflogicwithclearlydefinedterms.

 Indeductiontheconclusionnecessarilyfollowsfrom thepremises.

 Thedeductivereasoningguaranteesthattheconclusionshallbeascertainas

thepremises.

26)Discussanumanaasaninstrumentofknowledge.

III.Questionsforlonganswers:

27)Discussthefourwaysinwhichtheverb‘toknow’isused.Whichwayismost

importantfrom thepointofviewofthetheoryofknowledge?Why?

28)DiscusswithappropriateexamplesAristotle’sdivisionofepisteme.

29)Whatdo you understand by‘cognitive structure’?Whatare its constituent

elements?Discuss.

30)Whatisabsoluteskepticism?Isitsustainable?Discuss.

31)Defineandcriticallyevaluaterelativism.

32)ForSt.Augustine,‘senseknowledge’isthelowestlevelofknowledge.Discuss.

33)HowdidDescartesfindhisfoundationalprincipletobuildphilosophyon?Doesit

meetthethreeconditionshelaiddown?Discuss.

34)WhydidDescartestakeuponhimselftheburdenofprovingGod’sexistence?

35)CriticallydiscussDescartes’firstproofofGod’sexistence.

36)HowdidDescartesprovetheexistenceofthematerialsubstance?

37)WhatdoesanideameanforDescartes?Discussthethreekindsofideasfrom

thepointsofviewoftheirorigin,realityandobjectivity.

38)HowdoesHumerefutetheelementofnecessityintheprincipleofcausality?

39)ExplainKant’stheoryofknowledge.

40)WhichandwhatareKant’scategoriesofunderstanding?

41)Criticallyevaluateauthority/intuitionasasourceofknowledge.

42)Explainwithexamplesthemeaningsoftheword‘true’or‘truth’.

43)Criticallyexaminethecorrespondence/coherence/pragmatictheoryoftruth.

44)Compareandcontrast‘doubt’and‘opinion’asthestatesofmind.

45)Whatismeantby‘evidence’?Discussitstypes.

46)Howaretruth,evidenceandcertitudeinter-related?


